CHAPTER IV.

ACIDS  AND  ALKALIES.

Sulphuric acid. Sulphuric acid occurs very rarely in poisoning cases in
this country. Dr. Mouat only met with one case, in which
sweetmeats had been the means used to administer the
poison. Di\ Chevers appears also to have met with one
case only, of a young woman who had swallowed a mouthful,
but states that several cases have occurred in Calcutta,
though without mentioning details. Sulphuric acid is often
used in the houses of Europeans in the mofussil, for filling
ice machines, and cases might therefore occur. One case
was actually reported in 1889.

The amount required for a fatal dose is not accurately
known. The smallest dose on record, which has proved
fatal, is quoted by Christison, viz., sixty drops, and Taylor
records the case of a child that was killed by a dose of
twenty drops. Blyth says, that if it were asked in a court
of law what dose of concentrated sulphuric acid would
be dangerous, the proper answer would be : So small a
quantity as from two to three drops of the strong undi-
luted acid might cause death, more especially if conveyed
to the back of the throat j and adds, that it may be laid
down, that all quantities, even the smallest, of the strong
undiluted acid, come under the head of hurtful, noxious

Symptoms. and injurious. Sulphuric acid is sometimes used crimin-
ally to cause disfiguring burns on the face. Its exter-
nal effects are not widely different from those attending
scalds, or burns from hot neutral fluids. There is a
destruction of tissue, not necessarily deep, for the acid
is immediately wiped off; but if any should reach the
eye, inflammation, so acute as to lead to blindness, is the
probable consequence. The skin is coloured at first white,